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Dear Parents and Carers, Girls and Boys

A reminder of the importance of daily attendance at school.  The following is an excerpt from the CSBB Attendance Policy, which can be accessed
via the policies link on our website.

‘School attendance plays a crucial role in enhancing the lives of students. Every day of attendance adds to a student's opportunity to learn,
develop and experience success in education. CSBB is committed to working in partnership with parents and carers to promote and encourage

student attendance to maximise opportunities for student learning growth. All students who are enrolled at a CSBB school are expected to attend
each day, unless they are unwell, unable to attend for an approved reason or have been granted an exemption. 

CSBB schools, in partnership with families, are responsible for promoting and encouraging the regular attendance of students. While parents are
legally responsible for the regular attendance of their children, school staff members monitor student attendance daily, including part or whole

day absences, as a consequence of both their duty of care and legislative requirements.’ 

As a result of this policy, we are obliged to monitor and follow up on absences where the total absences exceed 10% of total school time. If your
child falls into this category you may receive an email about this. When entering an absence on Compass you will now be prompted to give an
explanation.  If we can support you and your family in improving your child’s attendance, please reach out to your class teacher as the first point of
call.
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We recognise the Traditional Owners of the land of Hornsby Shire, the Darug and Guringai peoples, and pay respect to
their Ancestors and Elders past and present.



A visit to Kindergarten
This week our Kinder parents had two opportunities to visit their child’s classroom to see and celebrate their achievements. It has been a busy but also
rewarding start to kindergarten with the children establishing new routines and making new friends. I congratulate the children and their teachers for all they
have achieved in such a short time.

Enrolment for 2027
I have well and truly begun the enrolment process with about 15 Kindergarten interviews completed and many more already booked in before the end of the
term. I continue to have great feedback from prospective parents about their Open Day experience, especially about the wonderful job our Year 6 leaders did
in conducting the school tours. 
A reminder to parents, if you are aware of families that have children ready to start school next year, I encourage you to recommend our school and the offer
to come and find out more information. Prospective parents can contact the school to have a private tour and pick up an enrolment pack from the school
office or enquire online via a link on our website.  
If you have a child starting next year, I strongly encourage you to complete your enrolment form and return it to the school office as soon as possible, as this
will help secure your child’s place for kindergarten in 2027. 

P&F AGM Meeting
We held a very successful P&F Annual General Meeting on Wednesday evening with over 30 parents joining online or attending face-to-face in the library. I
again whole-heartedly thank our long serving members of the P&F who are not continuing in their roles in 2026. 

I especially thank Katie and Maegan for their leadership of the P&F as well as Monique, Wendy, Tiphanie, Cecilia, Keely and Rima for their outstanding and
selfless service to our school community in the various roles they have held over many years. I am sure our entire school community will join me in thanking
them for their dedication and hard work that not only has made a real difference to our school community but also sets up a culture and tradition and that
provides the community spirit that our school is known for. 

Our new P & F executive team is being finalised and will be the subject of a separate Compass notification next week.  We look forward to working together
for our school community. 

St Patrick’s Feast Day 
We are looking forward to celebrating St. Patrick’s Feast Day on Tuesday 17  March by wearing a touch of green, getting involved with many fun activities
throughout the day and learning about our Patron Saint- St. Patrick. Parents are welcome to join us for a special patron saint school mass at 9:00am.

th

St. Patrick has a special place in the history of our church. As the Patron Saint of Ireland, he inspired and created an incredible legacy in that country but also
around the world as Irish missionaries. Priests, brothers and nuns, went to many countries spreading the Good News of the Christian faith. It was St. Patrick’s
Faith, Courage and Determination that inspired many people to their faith.

VOLUNTEERS needed: Our class parents have sent out an invitation to parents who are available to assist with cooking the Sausage Sizzle BBQ (from
11:30am), cut the bread rolls (from approx. 12:00 noon) or help serve at lunchtime (from approx. 12:45pm). Volunteers can click on this link to volunteer, or
please email the school office, spa@dbb.org.au

NAPLAN
I am sure many of parents became aware of the few glitches with the initial NAPLAN assessment for Year 5 on Wednesday where the online assessment was
paused for 2 hours. This was quickly overcome and did not impact our Year 3 students.   NAPLAN has now been up and running for the remainder of the
week with most children completing the final Numeracy Assessment on Monday.
 
Parent/Teacher Meetings 
A reminder that next term, during Week 2, we will be offering more formalised appointments for parents and class teachers to meet. At these meetings we
will feed back how your child has started and is progressing so far. At the appropriate time we will send home details of how to book online for these
meetings. 

Catholic Colleges Open Days 
Students at St. Patrick’s Asquith have an obvious pathway to secondary enrolment with opportunities to seek enrolment at St. Leo’s Wahroonga, Mercy
College Chatswood and Siena Catholic College Pymble.  

Parents can complete an Online Enrolment Enquiry Form to notify your interest. As a general guide, we suggest you complete an online Enrolment Enquiry
Form and complete the full enrolment application for your child no later than Year 3. 

Parents can register online for each school’s Open Day through each school’s website. The Open Day dates are below:
 
St Leo’s Catholic College Wahroonga: Open Day Wednesday 25th March 
Mercy Catholic College Chatswood: Open Day Saturday 28  March th

Siena Catholic College Pymble: Open Day Wednesday 18  Marchth

Easter Egg Raffle 
I thank our Year 6 parents in advance for supporting this year’s Easter Egg Basket Raffle fundraiser that will go towards the Year 6 school gift for 2026.
Tickets will be sold at school by our Year 6 students and/or purchased online through QKR. The Easter Egg Raffle will be drawn following the K-2 Easter Hat
Parade on Wednesday 1  April (Week 10).st

Easter Hat Parade
On Wednesday 1  April (Week 10) we will be holding our K-2 Easter Hat Parade. The parade will be held in the shade sail area, commencing around 9am. All
parents and carers are welcome to attend. We look forward to seeing the many creative Easter hats. More information will be sent to K-2 parents soon.

st
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Dates to Remember
Term 1 - 2026

Tuesday 17  March - St Patrick’s Day - Mass 9.00amth

Friday 20  March - Harmony Dayth

Sunday 22nd March - Parish Family Mass Kindy & Yr 6 - 10am
Wednesday 25  March - School Cross Countryth

Wednesday 25  March - St Leo’s College Open Dayth

Friday 27  March - Book Launch with Susea Spray 9.30amth

Tuesday 31  March - Holy Week Liturgy 2.00pmst

Wednesday 1  April - Easter Hat Parade K-2 8.45amst

Thursday 2  April - Easter Liturgy 2.00pmnd

Thursday 2  April - School Photo Daynd

Thursday 2  April - Last Day Term 1nd

Friday 3  April - Good Fridayrd

Term 2 - 2026
Monday 20  April - Staff Development Dayth

Tuesday 21  April - First Day Term 2st

Tuesday 21  April - The Dishst

School Photo Day - Thursday 2nd April
The St Patrick's school photography day is coming up on Thursday the 2nd of April. Group and portrait photographs can be purchased by following the link
below or by returning an order envelope with your payment to our photographer on school photo day. Envelopes can be collected from the school office if
you wish to utilise this option.

The two easy ways to purchase are:
1.           Visa, MasterCard or PayPal
2.           Cash – complete the envelope supplied and return it to our photographer on photo day

Or visit: www.advancedlife.com.au
And enter online order code: 853 3MG AXE

School photography information:
•            Online orders - do not require an envelope returned to your school
•            Sibling Photos - Don’t forget to pre-order your sibling photos online up to 24 hours before photo day. We provide your school with a list of sibling
orders right up to the day of photography, so no one misses out. If you miss the online order deadline, you can submit a completed sibling order envelope first
thing in the morning of the day of photography, so your school is aware you want the photo taken and can bring your children together in time for it. Sibling
photographs only apply to children enrolled at your school. Please note not all schools offer sibling photos.
For further information, please refer to the previous communication via Compass or via the website www.advancedlife.com.au 

Students are to wear summer uniform. Please ensure shoes are polished and hair is neatly done as per uniform policy, 

Kuringai-Chase Parish 
Parents are encouraged to click on the link to connect with all the current information regarding the parish through parish website including the weekly Parish
Bulletin.
Link- Parish Bulletin

God bless you and your families.
Todd Vane-Tempest
Principal
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Religious Education
Parish Family Masses 2026

Please join use on Sunday 22  March 10am
for the Kindergarten and Year Parish Family
mass. This mass will be an extra special
celebration as we join the parish in
celebrating the patron saint of our school
and church - St Patrick. 

nd

Future Parish Family Mass Dates
Sunday 24th May – Year 1 & Year 2 
Sunday 31st May – First Communion 
Sunday 23rd August – Year 3 & 4 
Sunday 8th November – Year 5 &
Future Kindy Mass

Reconciliation
Next week a number of St Patrick’s students will be making their First
Reconciliation. Let’s keep these students in our prayers as they celebrate this
special sacrament of forgiveness and healing.
Congratulations to these students for taking this next step in their
sacramental journey. 
 Spencer
James
Clara

Leo B
Micah
Felix

Laura 
Sophie V

Liesel

Arabella
Buhawi 
Gavin 

Gisella
Violet
Belle

The Dish -Term 2 Week 1 Tuesday 21st April
Our next rostered date for The Dish is the first week back next term. If you are
able to help please complete this form or contact Mrs Lloyd-Jones. 
Altar Servers Training
Thank you to Mr Malcom Cross from the Parish for conducting a special
training afternoon for Year 5 students who wished to learn about becoming
an Altar Server. The Year 5 students will be commissioned as Altar Servers at
the St Patrick Feast Day mass next week. 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=6TdW9-zmC0maab_Nfg2vr_f_TmgI-OlJv-APM00Z56VUOFVXUUNPOEJLMFpZMVBSMFRHRzhPV1VXUS4u&route=shorturl


Religious Education
St Patrick’s Day - 17  Marchth

Project Compassion
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Easter Hat Parade
Wednesday 1st April  
The  Easter Hat Parade is for students in Years K, 1 and 2 

Students will be able to wear a decorative Easter hat. 

Please be aware that the hats do not need to be extravagant or expensive, simple is best. Children love to

design and make their own hats and we love seeing what the children have made.

The parade will take place during the morning assembly, commencing at 8:45am.





LINK

https://forms.office.com/r/0Ximkp0bxW?origin=lprLink


SPORT
Zone Swimming Carnival
Congratulations to the 19 swimmers who represented our school at the Zone
Swimming Carnival last week. Their sportsmanship and enthusiasm were a credit
to them, and we were proud of each and every one of them for showing such
great spirit and determination on the day.
Thank you to the parents who assisted on the day with time keeping. 
We appreciated your help. 

Broken Bay Swimming Carnival 
Big congratulations to Emillie in Year 6, who was successful in reaching the
Broken Bay Swimming Carnival. Emillie represented St Patrick’s at Homebush on
Tuesday.  We’re super proud of her effort and the way she represented our
school. 

NEWS
SWIMMING NEWS 2026

Cross Country  
On Wednesday 25  March students will be participating in our
Cross Country at Mills Park, Asquith.

th

It is an exciting outdoor running event where students compete
in age groups over set distances. It’s a chance to enjoy the fresh
air, show determination, and for some, qualify to represent our
school at the next level of competition.
On the day, classes will walk down in stage groups to Mills Park
and compete in their age races as outlined below. 

1 km (1 lap) – Year 1 & 2 students not turning 8 this year
2 km – 8 yrs girls & boys, 9 yrs girls & boys, 10 yrs girls &
boys
3 km – 11 yrs girls & boys, 12 yrs girls & boys
Kinder Fun Run – a shorter, non-competitive course for fun

Students will need to wear their SPORTS UNIFORM on this day. 

Parents and carers are warmly invited to come along, cheer on
our runners, and help make it a memorable morning. If you are
able to assist on the day please inform us via the link 

A GUIDE OF WHAT THE RUNNING COURSE
WILL LOOK LIKE AT MILLS PARK.  

https://forms.office.com/r/GeeZK5YjxP?origin=lprLink


HIGH POTENTIAL
EDUCATION

St Patrick’s is excited to be a part of the SPARK (Supporting Potential
Among Remarkable Kids) Program again this year, with our first

workshop taking place on Monday at St Gerard’s.
This joint initiative with neighbouring CSBB schools aims to ignite
curiosity, challenge, collaboration, and skill development among

students who show high potential or giftedness across a range of
domains. The SPARK program offers immersive extension days for Stage

3 students, giving them the opportunity to learn alongside like‑minded
peers while engaging in rich and meaningful learning experiences.

Our school is excited to join the Northside Gifted and
Talented Network, a group of sixteen private and public

schools in our area working together to provide enriching
learning opportunities for students from Kindergarten to

Year 6. Through this partnership, students can take part in
workshops in areas like English, Art, Science and Sport,

helping them extend their skills and explore their talents.
Teachers from each school also meet throughout the year
to share ideas that support all learners. We are proud to be

the first Catholic school invited to join this network. We
look forward to our first workshop taking place later this

month. 



LIBRARY
Thank you!

Thank you to the families who
have kindly contacted some of our

new library books. The children
are already excited to borrow and
start reading them. If you are able

to assist with contacting library
books please let me knTow via the

office. They are sent home in a
bundle of 10 with the contact. Any

help is always appreciated. 

Captain’s Cave
Don’t miss out on your copy of our

illustrated book Captain’s Cave.
Order ahead of the launch to

guarantee your book on the day.
Click the image to preorder via the

link. 

https://suseaspray.com/product/captains-cave/


The NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge is now open and St
Patrick’s is excited to be participating! 
Celebrating 25 years of the Premier’s
Reading Challenge
This year marks the 25th anniversary of the
NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge! Since it
began in 2001, millions of students across
New South Wales have enjoyed taking part in
this wonderful reading journey. St Patrick’s is
proud to be celebrating this milestone and
joining in the fun again this year!

What is the NSW PRC?
The PRC is a statewide initiative that
encourages students to develop a lifelong
love of reading for fun and pleasure. It is not a
competition, but a challenge to inspire every
student to read more books and explore
different kinds of stories and information.

All students who complete the Challenge and
have their reading logged and validated by
Mrs Wickham will receive a certificate signed
by the Premier of NSW.

How many books do students need to read?
Kindergarten to Year 2: Read or
experience 30 books in total. At least 20
must come from the official PRC booklists,
and up to 10 can be books of their own
choice. Books can be read by the student,
or shared with a parent, carer, teacher, or
another student. Year 3 to Year 10: Read
20 books independently. At least 10 must
come from the official PRC booklists, and
up to 10 can be books of their own choice.

If a book is part of an approved PRC series,
students can include up to 5 of those books on
their Challenge list and up to 10 more from the
same series as Personal Choice books.

Books must be added to students’ online
reading records by Friday 18 September 2026
to be validated and qualify for a certificate.

How do students log their reading?
Students can log their reading using the PRC
Student Experience website, which they can
access via the link
https://online.education.nsw.gov.au/prc/home.
html

FEBRUARY 2026

https://online.education.nsw.gov.au/prc/home.html
https://online.education.nsw.gov.au/prc/home.html
https://online.education.nsw.gov.au/prc/home.html


What do students get for completing the PRC? 
 

1-3 years of completion: Standard certificate
4 years of completion: Gold certificate
5-6 years of completion: Standard certificate
7 years of completion: Platinum certificate
8-10 years of completion: Standard certificate

PRC Medal: The PRC medal is awarded to Year
9 or 10 students only.
Year 9 students qualify by completing the
Challenge every year from Year 3 to Year 9.
Year 10 students qualify by completing the
Challenge seven times between Year 3 and
Year 10, allowing them to skip one year. 

When students complete the challenge, their
name will be displayed in the library. The first
2 classes to complete the challenge win a
class prize. 

If you have any questions or want to support
your child’s reading, please get in touch! 

Mrs Belinda Wickham
Librarian 

If your child has previously participated in the
PRC but has changed schools, make sure you
check their challenge history. If they have
previously attended a non-government school,
their accounts may need to be merged. If this
applies to you please let Mrs Wickham know
so she can do this for you. 

Book bites: A PRC podcast How do students log their
reading?

This year the PRC have developed a new,
student-focused podcast called Book bites! 

Every episode features an Australian
author reading the first chapter of their
book that features on the PRC book lists. 

This podcast is a great way to explore new
books your child might like to read as part
of the Challenge. 

Listen to the podcast on Spotify, Apple
Podcasts, or the Listen at the Arts Unit
webpage. 

Students log their reading using the student
experience site. You can watch a live
demonstration of how to do this via this video.

You can also see a step-by-step guide on the
PRC’s support site.

https://artsunit.nsw.edu.au/video/nsw-premiers-reading-challenge-2025-an-introduction-to-the-nsw-premiers-reading-challenge
https://artsunit.nsw.edu.au/video/nsw-premiers-reading-challenge-2025-an-introduction-to-the-nsw-premiers-reading-challenge
https://prcsupport.freshdesk.com/a/solutions/articles/24000089912
https://prcsupport.freshdesk.com/a/solutions/articles/24000089912






Community Activities
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